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MEEéMNDUM FOR : Director of Security
SU mtléT. : o Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;

CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

| Ny !'I'hu ‘manuscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing
circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.

Willlam Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping” it
at one point. One publisher rejected it as too "controversial”, and noted '
its "confidential™’ naturo as wcll as its potential for libel suits.

f» 2. iIn the foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall

'_: ! account" of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
67- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that somsone would have written this book so that he would not have to do

it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,

he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in a mood of nostalgic bitterness.’
' '«sHami}ton states that he has used no official files or documents and has
sulted no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in -
2th :mmac:ipt for CIA personnel, he writes that they have been publicly
“identified before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with

“the possible exception of[J im? 1] The author's claim that this book

would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,
seriously open to question.

3. The book is, in general,favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of

_ The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy
Ainistration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent, -
‘ths Fresident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
{# undisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took
the opportunity of the Bay of nga incident to attack and denlgrate CIA.

4. Messrs.. Bisseu ‘and Barnes and the author's other CIA co-

workers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
eatment. One exception is General. Cabell, whom the author excoriates,

and it is apparent that Hamilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from
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Plg-ndlu aftermath, to the extent that he: is willing to put his career:
+on the line by circulating ‘this manuscript to lmnlmhu-hnvitm” j
pparent clearance or suthorisstion. (He has utilised as his nom de plu
'-;:tp“o‘ch'l name assigned tohim in the project for Mmm Cuabaa‘
f,uul it wenldaot take aym who was hvolvoddam mma

"m«mnayaw'm’mam. farpiy's
'Somhur 1961 orth“mlwmﬁuwnpnmmaldlwmw

R 6 Mﬁ hnwms u s ehpur-by-mpur éucrlpﬂoa el tho

masuscript ;nrucuhrlyn it ‘atfects CIA security. -'This analysis nau-
what the author states, whether right or wrong.  Whesre lhvo occulon-
% mym conm-nu d ny wl. *thcy are is'brachu B. :
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,‘1. ...'nn chnpur opans h 1’56 bAnhuudor Gudur'o ameo ta Ravuu.\, iy
: hnt eoum'yuuvn being paid ont'holuubanadot by the CIA: Central- -7

' American and Caribbean Chisfs of Station who are holding their annnal nglud“ o

ameeting, ‘R is mdM ons of the reasons’ ‘for selscting the pheodmooth(;:‘.u :
“: as the “sbsence o ‘Goramaunist embassies” (p. €)." Ths presence of Cal. 1.’5. 228
King,. Division Chief, is menticned, : Col.xlngnmrknthutcutrow s
wvily invelved”. 4n'the Bogotaso, utthg the stage for Hamilton's cubu- ’
“quest .comment. [Actually Castro played a junior role'in the' Bogetm. angd
1 wn after the Bay of Pigs’ ‘that. Mz, Dalles un!gud Hamilton the tilkof

i _ amq'gmummm».]u.u ‘Harailton states thatin
_m cahoquﬂtﬁmeyuu “while funds mnhhg vollocted in South Amstica
; ‘”_,Cutto‘. 26th of Jﬂ],ﬂ’oﬂmﬁ. tlnrc wers no orders from ‘CIA Heads <
: ponstrats pro-Castro gronps abrud {p:"10). " He then states: M
was y-cloeud pnlllant of the

R

to Wn to m Mde!ﬂedehn ,,,,,
shower-approved project to nllst ‘Coban exiles in mrthtoviag Cutro. :
dutios wonld include or'm-h. Cuban leaders into & gmrmnt-h—
6 which would form a provisional government in Cuba when Castro was -
foresd out. ‘Hamilton's bass was to be in"Costa Rica, -provided ex~-President -

. Pepe’ Figueres could obtain Costa Rican agreement {p.11).- [ This 1ink could
»_ho qnlu tmt‘rmnh; in vlew o! Figu-ru' nmt u-ohcﬁon as Pnaldut ‘

% Jeie U 3 tu- point tho mumurlyc lntrodncn m Project ‘Chief s a: 3;&0.. S f‘-‘: ‘
presumably Mr.’ "Esterline], who is referred to as Jaks throughout{p. 12). - -

 alsc mseet Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitedes™ - -
among CIA officers. Droller's operational name of Frank Bender is noted (p, 13).

-and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript. [This

" is mot the first tims Droller has been identified as Bender; his name was R

i blm by Arthur Schlningor in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.]. Bender's
" eover telephons arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to -

- answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p.14)." -
amiltonsuulthutm:toldumthunl hruhokuw"mdurdnolm!

Chld ‘d"bpgéiﬁm ior tho cuadnuu S-rdeo-.v ua aot buu cut in" {p- 14)- v s :
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dunﬁoadth- Project (p. 23). !!poa amﬂnt from Havana, Mm
da rcport;ndmmunlm. mantumadaﬂumm
tro be assassinated befors or coincident with the invasion. Hunnmeoa-
‘sidered this his principal recommendation, but Barnss would only tell him -
Wywnmhﬂum da"apuulm" soI.rukunntu

s z.auanmducﬂbn 2 Tunchoom fhut he asd Jake had with Brig.

nxmmm then Assistant for National Security Affalrs to ~ i
‘ £ L7 “_Mmmmcnm-mmumrmm
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) jocttorthoﬂeo President. “Hamilton states that Guhmnadvlndumthn

_INixon "ss Chairman [sic] of the National Security Council, was the yeal
. .MMMM&O,MO&M&.M”M@%!MW“W
_shooter regarding it. - The General gave Hamilton his private telephone -~ -
5 "rhmm&uhhdsmm"hrmviee Pnu!bnt‘oargcuz
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mhmq-mcmununmm:um;ubmm.mnm g*i

WA pu-’mm. Bender Wr‘nu-m ‘Hamilton gets the impression
{in both Chapters II and III) thas consexvative’ ‘Caban elements, - tuchn the..
L honudprdouundemiuu. ‘would not be much utilised ia the'
Projec S was umm

‘wisiting  Preject in K
hﬂ&g‘rﬂlm as an-slectronics firm for ¢ mrw-_
‘fo,l’.39). uwdlu 'CIA. subsidies to Cuban wxils groups and aewapapérs.
o huhtn mmmmmummammka.
- Hamilton lsses contsal of military hardwars, ‘s decision he considers basi~ "
cﬂyvrmh“hﬁmdﬁmmh&mdvhﬂm
.:ammammmwmw'-wnuum Ps
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: ' ¢ mlha-econd mptor mm

»ﬁtptcr n} (commnc’ing‘ at page 45,

i oeats fhe Frents in- Costa mu umm.a. it

aﬁoaytto“l ¢
dtammmuph Mexico City, to which Hamilton'sad his 7.

repaized, Hamilton's office was to be independent J
. was 0 Do that 67 a fiction write¥, ...xlmnm‘c use o¥an "

"mlnnmln'h Ma:lumod&m as his priuipal nmgor of 5
crlboa. J!O:o thonmd
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. rachutists® {p. 57);

thet hey o pormmied to vist the teaining site
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bomhhuhlmtah" _"nmorodtuw-morﬂhm
;httibly a-tuua abont the issuss® {p, 96). Hamilton offers his criticlem
hmmmmmpdwmwmmlm
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Gwoan!;tnhhg bases. Thelr breakiast mm-*‘w +

. achancs'to unoethck on the CIA vole in the overthrow of Guatemalan . -
.7 - President Arbens. “He recalls the three exiled leaders of Guatemals, his
. own support for Dr. ‘Cordova 1o bead ths now governmest, - aadm'svﬂo
* -d .Cel. Ydigoras as "vagusly suthoritarian.” At a crucial moment, boweves, < .=
Dr. -Cordova had to undergo cancer surgery and therefors. .could not be ldmds‘ .
m cholce Mlumtnlom Now Ytugomm Pruldnt but was sub- 2

l

SR "3. Azmwmsm. Hnmnmrduauhmgnm
“tbonbyuAmﬂmAmyL& Celonel whose pame was *Frask.” Ima -~ -
- footnote, ‘Hanillton adds that this cificer had been detailed to CIA forthe = ¥
‘Project; and that "Credible allegations of his actions during the invasion -
.Wymn&uhvuh-mmmmuynhlmd“ (p. 124). -~
:Hoat{le .conversations between Hamiltoa and “¥Frank™, u«nnummem A
unfortanate polmn!u ol J‘m chlol 'rony Vanna. mmcribul. ' : S

TR RR T <

-;:m'mnm dnm ch-tohclp!nthctn&ﬁud&o o,
”BMBM, hColoaol th'l pronm nﬂpandntom h agda
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Mc!&nd*ﬂu Mmaha camps and {ssued an enthusiastic appraisal as to:
iithe !rlgm’: ‘training and battle readiness 4{p. 160), The author BOtes :» .
% “that this was important in the, Aght e! po-t-lm-!on atumptl by t)u :
‘Pantagon to play ém'Mf r*.- T

_Jralootuu. ,Bnmmon wrltn tlut a!t-r m lnvu!on Bemr e
lnaly. nnduum

'icﬁn m m-!‘rm anuu 4n Wsm and New York (p. 1‘3).‘
: Jnu pronmsbly cutncrou Hunﬂton‘s political action nnu.] A

R 3 m ﬂmdndtr of the cluphr h—hrgoly ukcn up wlth ‘l-cnulm
d htra-!‘rcnn ‘problems, with a note of the fact that American inmtn-

glon. oponﬁou hto M hul virmny eoucd bcuuo d Mr hek of :
mcou. R , . Lt T :
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2 1. ‘Bamnm mnd u Wuhlngtan to utht xnlght [prumbly hv. VLT
Phlllipc] 1n the propaganda work.: An atternpt to secure Mexican coopera-
" tiom to obtain a re-fusling stoy for the Guatemalan~ ‘based aircraft nehodnhd,
. to°bomb Caba failed because of the wenality.of a ucdmm force dﬁcn

u nmﬂnh hm&mm m fﬂmﬂ- aummn amun ﬂn
qubrmowm ummwm GIA :
N Hmppcd th m uld imprhmd thom tyfom (p. 200). LA :,_—4

3. With. ugardto m nhcuonal tln nay of Plp hndh; oi“. e
anm.ﬂu:u-uuﬁwmm almost eatirely in the hands e!th-
Pom {p. 203). “Raelations with hm Jms' ,-mc ro‘hﬁal nm il

&S ATIA rrojoet omm- is flown to the c.nm :ae-m. n;gm, of N

o aummkxomaumu-mahmmmmmu. This .

oa‘ieorvu to sexve as ‘Haiscn between the naval tuk!oru eommulos.
CIA er- nﬂ tlu Gubn‘&igado (p. 205). e e -
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"Mum'sduhﬂtbﬂﬂub&coﬂﬁudmphnumm
mm-mwmam.m-m»mn. ‘Whea Steveason
" recsived it ‘and was advised of the trus nature of the planes, Hamilton™:
mﬂmw“mmdmmnm.»mm-m uom-

Blasell nd»mdﬁuﬂu m:-auhu«to e .chacked out with
&mtuy&uk.*hthomﬂm.thncaduﬂhmwd‘p(p.nﬂ
Cabell and Bissell went to meet Rusk at Biate. Mnmeomnuuhtbf
anmmw;nmu, 215). -
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: l.- m'uurednmmh&uchputandhthmduladm
previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President,
_‘Rostow, -and Stevenson. “[Othaz authoritative accounts have included anly
" ‘Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnss has said he also was presest. It
1s believed that the President was not at the meeting but was contacted by
‘Rusk on the telephons at his Virginia hona.  There is no other indication,
othcr uun Banilton'- alloptioa. um Walt Rostow was pn-m] '(p. 219)‘ -
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